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abstract: During the period of the Union of Spanish and Portuguese Crowns

(1580-1640), known as the"lberian Union”or“Philippine Period,"global connections

inside and outside the Spanish or "Universal Monarchy” underwent an important

impulse. Specifically, Portuguese America and the territories in the South Atlantic

experienced important transformations. Brazilian, Spanish, and Portuguese histo-

riographical traditions in the past have dealt with this issue in very different ways.

Nowadays there is a new historiography that has started to contemplate the ques-

tion from a very different point of view, without nationalistic concerns. Questions

about defense, administrative reforms, mine discovery, or global connections are

emerging as the principal aspects to be considered.
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During the period ofthe Union ofthe Crowns ofSpain and Portugal, 1580-1640,

a vast row of territories was united under the same king. From Macao to Lima,

from Antwerp to Goa, from Olinda to the Maluku Islands, huge extensions of

land separated by enormous spaces occupied large areas on maps and in the

strategies of the counselors ofthe monarchs ofthe House ofAustria in Madrid.

The empire was complex and was in contact with different political, religious,

and cultural realities. This was a Catholic empire—the “Catholic Monarchy,” as

this conglomerate was known in those times—that confronted another large

empire, also religious but not unified: the Islamic empire. When a vast territory

was added in 1580 to the possessions held by Felipe II, this huge theater entered

the first phases of globalization, or mondialisation, as Serge Gruzinski pointed

out in a classic publication, since some 225 cities were under the reign of the

same king and the same faith (Mass was heard every halfan hour in some place

on earth).
1 This macroempire was the corollary to the processes being devel-
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oped since the arrival of Columbus in America and of Vasco da Gama in India

at the end of the fifteenth century. However, this is only part of a historical

phenomenon—the origins of globalization—that had already experienced an

important chapter with the expansion ofIslam. There is no doubt that the incor-

poration ofSouth American and Asian territories to the Spanish and Portuguese

Crowns during the sixteenth century led to planetary connections that were to

transform the societies of the modern era in all its aspects, but mainly in the

spheres of economy, religion, and culture. In this world in motion, configured

under the power of the House of Austria, people witnessed monetary transac-

tions, the transport of military contingents and merchandise, the transmission

of ideas, the expansion of the Catholic religion, the migration of populations,

and the transfer ofartistic styles, all on a planetary scale. The Baroque, the first

“global” artistic style, began its extraordinary expansion precisely during these

times. Under the umbrella of the Catholic monarchy, two large networks with

economic and religious connotations became consolidated: those ofthe Jesuits

and the Sephardi Jews. The Jesuits, who had already taken positions in Africa and

in Asia in preceding years, extended their sphere of action in this “world with-

out borders,” achieving—for a religious order—an unprecedented degree of

influence in political activities, beginning to construct their economic empire,

and broadening their actions from Peru to Japan. Their expulsion from this Asian

country in 1639 and from Sao Paulo in 1640 was, curiously, contemporaneous

with the end ofthe Dynastic Union.

The Sephardim, with a base first in Antwerp and then in Amsterdam, and

sometimes working with the new Christians, used such bases to set up an im-

mense network of businesses, which had repercussions spreading to all four

corners of the earth.

The immensity ofSouth America and the Brazilian territory belonging to the

Portuguese Crown, in particular, were another piece on this gigantic game

board whose different parts were united precariously by political, economic,

linguistic, and cultural links. It is thus essential to look at the “Philippine” pe-

riod in Brazil from this perspective. With this in mind we shall strip ourselves of

the different historiographical traditions that have hindered a global, impartial,

and unbiased understanding of the important historical moments in the early

modern era.

The historiography relating to this period has been especially affected by the

peculiar relations that, as of 1640, arose between Spain and Portugal, and later
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by the distance marked by Brazil with respect to its former metropolis since

1822. Indeed, the period ofDynastic Union was traditionally seen by Portuguese

historiography with a nationalist bent as a dark period, with a catastrophic re-

sult for the situation in Portugal in the international arena. This interpretation

is well known, and according to it the Portuguese “Restoration” of1640 would

have been a movement ofthe Portuguese people to liberate Portugal from Span-

ish tyranny.
2 According to this interpretation, the Portuguese empire underwent

a marked decadence during the years of the Union of Crowns, shrunken in its

capacity for defense, and directed from a city in the interior (Madrid), where, as

noted by Father Vieira, “you could only see the ocean in the pictures in the ‘Al-

cazar.’” The negligence of the Habsburgs in regard to Portuguese possessions,

their extreme preoccupation about the wars in Europe, and their lust for Ameri-

can silver would have been responsible for the marginalization of the overseas

Portuguese empire. 3

For Brazilian historiography, this period had a very different meaning. In-

sistent on showing the country’s differences with Portugal, aimed at the build-

ing ofits own identity, Brazilian historians saw this period not as interference by

another country in Brazil’s own affairs but as a period marking the start of two

contemporary processes that, from north to south, served as embryonic phe-

nomena around which Brazilian identity was to be constructed, since both con-

tributed importantly to defining some ofthe keys to contemporary Brazil. These

two processes were the Dutch invasion of the Northeast and the consequent

resistance by the inhabitants, and their later victory “a custa de nosso sangue e

fazenda” (at the cost ofour blood and our money), and the bandeirante phenom-

enon in the South. These two processes constituted the starting point for the

construction of a regional identity both in Pernambuco and in Sao Paulo. As

of 1822, both processes would serve as strong motivation to reinforce political

vindications in these regions with respect to the central Brazilian state, first

during the empire and then during the Republican period. Accordingly, Brazil-

ian historiography did not accord much importance to the Dynastic Union and

its consequences.

Toward New Approaches

The situation described above is now beginning to change very fast due to new

interpretations. The 1580-1640 period and the specific issue ofthe role ofBrazil

among the territories belonging to the House of Austria have recently been at-
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tracting special attention. On the one hand, modernist historians such as Fer-

nando Bouza, Rafael Valladares, and Jean Frederic Schaub have radically changed

the former view of the period of the Dynastic Union and have placed it in its

correct context after analyzing the complex relations ofpower between the dif-

ferent factions of the Portuguese elite and the Spanish Habsburg.

With regard to studies addressing Brazil, we should not overlook the classic

books ofBoxer, above all his extraordinary Saluador Correia de Sa and the Strugglejor

Brazil and Angola, one ofthe best books dealing with the period. 4 Another classic

that is still valid is the book by Joaquim Verissimo Serrao, Do Brasil Filipino ao

Brasil de 1640, an admirable work of historical research in Portuguese, Spanish,

and Brazilian archives.
5 The above Valladares, too, has gone deeper into politi-

cal issues during the Dynastic Union to analyze the role played by Brazil during

this period.
6 Also important is the book by Professor Alencastro entitled 0 trato

dos viventes, now a classic, although its chronology does not coincide exactly

with that of the Union ofthe Crowns. This work invites us to view the Brazil of

the seventeenth century in more precise terms, integrated within the context

of the South Atlantic.
7

Today there is rekindled interest in these matters. The special relation that

has developed between Spain and Brazil over the past ten years shows that mu-

tual interest has been generated on both sides. The Spanish and the Brazilians

have suddenly become aware that in the mists ofhistory there were already fore-

runners of this “special relation.” Roseli Santaella Stella has published, in both

Spanish and Portuguese, the work Brasil durante el gobierno espanol, 1580-1640,

which extols the richness of the General Archives of Simancas in Spain for re-

search into this period.
8 The most important work to emerge recently is prob-

ably the thesis of Rafael Ruiz, entitled “Sao Paulo na Monarquia hispanica,”

which was defended at the University ofSao Paulo and published in 2004. 9 This

is the most advanced work addressing the issue in recent years. The most inci-

sive points of the author’s reflections are the integration of Brazil within the

context ofthe imperial politics ofthe Spanish Crown and, above all, the compar-

ison between the policies destined for Brazil and those of the other parts of the

Habsburg Empire in Latin America. Other works are now under way and should

soon offer us novel approaches and interpretations. One example is the thesis

of Alirio Cardoso, “Maranhao na Monarquia Hispanica,” which he is currently

preparing at the University ofSalamanca; another is that ofGuida Marques, de-

fended in 2009 at the Ecole de Hautes Etudes de Paris, with the title “L’invention
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du Bresil entre deux monarchies: Gouvernement et pratiques politiques de l’Amer-

ique portugaise dans 1’Union Iberique.”

The results reported in these works are very important. They begin to answer

the following important but still unresolved question: what historical signifi-

cance can we give to the entry of Brazil into the Spanish empire in America in

1580? It has been suggested that Brazil represented a good asset in terms ofboth

its economic riches and its strategic importance. In the words of Valladares,

“The same as Portugal with respect to the Iberian Peninsula, [Brazil would be]

the perfect defensive complement for the deployment of the imperialistic strat-

egy of the Catholic King.”
10

Nevertheless, around 1580, the benefits from the

Brazilian sugarcane industry were still not very important, and the structure of

the Portuguese Crown was too weak to guarantee that taxes would be collected

in a timely fashion and with complete security in Salvador or Olinda. It was

deemed necessary to set up a much more efficient fiscal and administrative

structure. And although Brazil might indeed have represented a strengthening

of the Spanish position south of the equator, taking into account its strategic

value, the reality was that in 1580 the territory was almost undefended, which

demanded a tremendous effort in construction and workforce to guarantee pos-

session of the territory and prevent it from falling into the hand of the Catholic

king’s enemies. The geographic location of Brazil meant that it was both the

“back” ofPeru and the “doorway” into it. The way in which the Habsburg had

conceived the transport system and communication routes meant that silver

was sent to the port of El Callao, where it was loaded for transport to Panama,

eventually to arrive, via Cuba, in Spain. The passage through Brazil, or through

the territory more to the south, the Rio de la Plata, was to be avoided at all costs.

However, with the Union of the Iberian Crowns, the territory began to be con-

sidered in a different light: the geographic location ofBrazil constituted a huge

shield that could act as a defense of the most valuable territories of Spanish

America. Moreover, its privileged location could also be used as the doorway

toward the same territories or as a point of departure for mining production,

using the ports of Santa Catarina or Rio de Janeiro as export points for silver.

This was a hypothesis that was not considered by the Crown, who had no inten-

tion whatsoever of changing the above-mentioned transport system, but was a

wish expressed continually by the elite of Portuguese America, who wished to

share the unceasing flow ofprecious metals with Spanish America.

108
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The commercial exclusivity and the transport system were designed to pro-

tect the goods from the many enemies ofthe Crown that threatened the Atlantic

routes and also seemed to threaten Portuguese possessions in Hispanic Amer-

ica. From the documentation consulted, one may conclude that the Spanish

Crown was really worried about the defense of the Brazilian territory. Shortly

after coming to the throne ofPortugal, Felipe II sent an important fleet (twenty-

three ships and five thousand men) under the orders ofCaptain Flores Valdes to

populate the Magellanic strait and clear the area ofEnglish ships. Another task

for the fleet was to reconnoiter the Brazilian territory and show offthe power of

the new king, thereby extending the military operations involved in the con-

quest of Portugal to the territories abroad. During this important expedition,

Valdes left some five hundred men, women, and children in Sao Vicente, where

he ordered the construction ofa fort. It was also during this expedition that the

first fort in Paraiba was built (later renamed Forte Velho), the origin ofFilipeia,

the first urban nucleus in the zone. Valdes himself, in one of his letters to the

king, referred to the territory ofSao Vicente as “the back ofPeru.” It was neces-

sary to populate the territory to prevent it from falling into the hands ofthe ene-

mies of the Catholic Monarch. Felipe II felt personally worried about the situa-

tion on the Brazilian coast, and also about the situation ofValdes, according to

the annotations he made with his own hand on the reports arriving from the

region telling him about the presence of the English close to Rio de Janeiro.
11

Some years before 1624, the year ofDutch attack against Salvador de Bahia,

the Batavians began to arouse the interest of the authorities in Madrid. In 1613,

in the times of the Twelve-Year Truce, Felipe III wrote to the Portuguese viceroy

informing him that the Dutch were preparing a fleet to attack Pernambuco. 12

Also, during the same period, the Crown approved the launching of several re-

lief fleets to stop the French from becoming definitively entrenched in Maran-

hao. 13 Another consultation from the Council of Portugal directed to the Duke

of Lerma in 1615 warned of the danger to the Spanish empire of the constant

presence of the English and the Dutch in the “Rio de las Amazonas.” In his

words, foreign presence was “the most important issue of the times, since this

river [The Amazon] marks the limit with Peru . . . and at the same time . . . [we

must] castigate the French at Maranhao.” 14 As it is known, the Portuguese in

the same year, with the aid ofsome Spanish soldiers, an indigenous army, and

the forces at Pernambuco, expelled the French from the region. Moreover, on
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9 April 1607, the Junta de Hacienda de Portugal, meeting in Madrid, asked the

Portuguese authorities (Conselho da Fazenda) to order the governors of Brazil,

Angola, Santo Tome, and Mina to embark and go to their posts to strengthen

the security in the area, threatened by the Dutch fleets. In this request we see

that the authorities in Madrid understood that security in the South Atlantic was

not an individual issue ofeach territory; on the contrary, it had to be reinforced

on all flanks if territorial losses were to be prevented. 15

The preoccupation with the defense of Portuguese America was therefore

one of the most important issues of the overseas policies of the Hispanic mon-

archy in the last quarter ofthe sixteenth century and the beginning ofthe seven-

teenth. It was at this time that an important string offorts was created along the

coast. Some ofthem constituted the origin ofthe coastal cities that are now the

capitals of the coastal states of Brazil. The forts built at the end ofthe sixteenth

century and beginning ofthe seventeenth were Forte Presepio (Belem); Sao Jose

in Macapa; Sao Felipe in Maranhao (Sao Luis de Maranhao); Sao Sebastiao (the

origin ofFortaleza), plus another two forts in Ceara; Reis Magos at the mouth of

the Potengi; Cabedelo and Santo Antonio in Paraiba; Sao Jorge and Forte do Mar

in Pernambuco; Monte Serrate, Santo Antonio da Barra, Santa Maria, Sao Diogo,

and another three forts in Bahia: three forts at Espiritu Santo; five forts at Rio de

Janeiro; and Santo Amaro da Barra Grande in Sao Paulo, which was joined to the

two preexisting ones.
16 We cannot say that the construction of this line of de-

fense was “planned,” but it is unquestionable that the joint action of men “on

the spot” and the interests of the Crown in strengthening its power in the terri-

tory were determinant.

As was suspected since the sixteenth century, it was also believed that the

Brazilian territory harbored important deposits ofprecious metals. Tales about

the existence of gold and silver within the Brazilian territory (the sertao) were

innumerable, but toward the end of the sixteenth century the Crown did give

some credibility to the project ofGabriel Soares de Sousa, the author ofTratado

descritivo do Brasil.
17 Gabriel had received news from his brother Joao Coelho de

Sousa about the existence of important deposits ofgold inside the captaincy of

Bahia, along the Sao Francisco River (curiously, this river was to be one of the

axes used to penetrate the interior toward gold-producing areas from the start

of the eighteenth century). Gabriel Soares was so sure of the truth ofwhat his

brother had told him that he traveled to Madrid trying to “sell” the story to Fe-

lipe II in exchange for a fair number of important exceptional powers that the
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king agreed to bestow on him if he found the mines. He stayed in Madrid be-

tween 1587 and 1590. His voyage was a big success, since Felipe II gave him

great privileges, which Gabriel communicated to the new governor of Brazil,

Francisco de Sousa. The extent of his powers is even more striking ifwe note

that at that time the Spanish empire in America was undergoing a profound

administrative reorganization (ordered by Felipe II and put into effect by Viceroy

Francisco de Toledo), through which the power of the Crown was increased

substantially; the establishment of the corregidores and ofthe alcaldes mayores was

set up, and this decreased the power ofthe first conquistadores and ofthe Church,

although these measures helped to create a new economic and administrative

elite.

Gabriel Soares de Sousa benefited from powers that can be compared with

those ofthe donatarios, among which the king distributed the territory ofBrazil as

from 1534. He garnered a personal guard oftwo hundred men. He was awarded

the right to appoint the officials of the justice and treasury systems, and could

even award the habits of the Order of Christ to some of his closest relatives, as

well as the title of “cavaleiro-fidalgo” to one hundred men in his five surround-

ings. The explorer began the expedition to the mines in 1591, together with five

companies ofmen, but he died in the attempt. 18

Nevertheless, the lure of fabulous treasures in the form of deposits of gold

and silver did not end with the death ofGabriel Soares de Sousa. His project was

taken up again by the governor himself, Francisco de Sousa, who must have

long dwelt on the possibilities of making a fortune as the discoverer of the

mines, or perhaps on the possibility of being awarded powers similar to those

of Gabriel Soares. In fact, he convinced himself that it would be better to take

that risk than await the favors ofthe king in the hope ofobtaining a better posi-

tion in the future.

Before leaving the post of governor to his successor, Diogo Botelho, Fran-

cisco de Sousa visited the southern regions, the capitamas de baixo, in particular

the territory ofSao Paulo, to gather firsthand information about the existence of

the mines. In 1606 he traveled to Madrid to try to persuade the authorities ofthe

advantages of his plan, but the Council ofPortugal asked him for further infor-

mation. The ex-governor therefore drew up the twenty-four apontamientos with

details about what he wanted to do and the advantages of his project. Sousa de-

manded (and was mostly granted) important privileges: those formerly received

by Gabriel Soares de Sousa, as well as other new pluses, such as 5 percent ofthe
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revenue from the mines and the title ofmarquis (ifthe revenue exceeded 500,000

cruzados). Above all, he was awarded the privilege ofbecoming the new gover-

nor, completely independent ofSalvador de Bahia, ofthe three capitanias de baixo,

that is, Sao Vicente, Espirito Santo, and Rio de Janeiro, which actually meant the

division of the “state of Brazil” into two parts: the North, with its governor in

Bahia, and the capitanias of the South, or “Reparticao do Sul,” with Francisco

de Sousa as the governor. The king also exonerated him from having to do his

residencia, the process scrutinizing his past as governor-general of Brazil.
19 The

request to abolish the restrictions to commerce between Buenos Aires and the

“Capitanias do Sul,” proposed by Francisco in the thirteenth apontamiento, with

the argument that it would be much easier and profitable to send supplies from

the Hispanic-American region than from Portugal, was judged favorably by the

Council ofPortugal but was rejected by the Junta de Hacienda de Portugal, a kind

ofeconomic council formed by Portuguese and Spanish members, overarching

the Portuguese institutions, that ran from 1602 to 1608 as a counterweight to

Portuguese power. 20 Accepting this request would have meant the official rec-

ognition of the end of the economic exclusivity (enforced by the Crown ofCas-

tile since the beginning ofSpanish presence in America) and would have opened

the door officially to commercial relations that, clandestinely, were already tak-

ing place.

Sousa’s plan also considered the possibility of “reducing” the Indians for

work in the mines that were to be discovered. As the same time that he vindi-

cated aid for the arrival ofPortuguese colonists, he also suspected that the most

“flexible” and servile manpower would come from the indigenous population,

which was very large in the region of Sao Paulo. This was nothing new: was it

not also the case in Peru and Mexico, where the mines received thousands of

workers for the extraction of ore? It was merely a question of putting into prac-

tice what the Spanish had been doing over the previous twenty years. The Crown

accepted the request on the condition that the natives were recruited peacefully.

However, the underlying issue was much more complicated. In Portuguese Amer-

ica, the question ofthe indigenous peoples’ role in the colonial system had been

addressed only marginally by the different governments. The Crown had left

it to the Jesuits to tackle the problems of these populations (above all the Tupfs

from the coast). The timid attempts to implement a specific policy had been

condemned to failure. The legislative measures concerning the indigenous had

started with the re^imento ofthe first governor, Tome de Sousa, but it was the law
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of 1570, in the reign of D. Sebastiao, that represented the first attempt to pro-

hibit the enslavement ofthe indigenous peoples. The Portuguese Crown tried to

take control ofthe native peoples with the creation in 1564 ofthe figure ofcapitao

de aldeia, an agent of the Crown who was responsible for the administration of

the indigenous populations. These measures were inefficient and did not really

work. In 1595 and 1596 Felipe II renewed the prohibition of slavery with the

law “Sobre se nao poderem captivar os gentios ...” and the law providing for

the freedom of the Indians, which was the most important attempt to imple-

ment a coherent policy for the Tupis in the territory ofPortuguese America. The

power to subject the indigenous peoples continued in the hands of the Jesuits,

but the law put into effect a work regime for the Indians and created the post of

procurador, designated by the governor, whose job was to supervise the situation

within the aldeias. Thus it was a specific legislation that, on one hand, prohibited

slavery (except in the case ofwar declared by the king) and, on the other, orga-

nized a system—reminiscent of the one put into practice in Peru—so that the

natives could serve as a workforce in the mines (which were still to be discov-

ered)
,
on agricultural exploitations (fazendas ) ,

and in public works in the Brazil-

ian capitanfas.
21

Neither of these legislative measures was effective. The authorities of the

Habsburg monarchy soon had to legislate so that the Jesuits would have a new

position in the colonial system. The Spanish monarchy believed that the Portu-

guese Crown had given too much power to the Company ofJesus during the first

years ofpower consolidation in Brazil. In order to counteract this situation, the

authorities promoted the alvaras (decrees) of1609 and 1611. Through the decree

of 1609, Felipe III set up a system to use the manpower of the indigenous peo-

ples, which placed the Jesuits in the role ofintermediates between those and the

objective needs of the colonists. In 1611, the Crown went much further by pub-

lishing the decree to strip the Jesuits oftheir temporal power definitively, return-

ing to the institution ofcapitaes de aldeia for the governor ofthe indigenous com-

munities.
22 At the same time, the Spanish Crown encouraged the organization

of entradas, expeditions with the dual aim of searching for precious metals and

capturing Indians for work in the mines or on agricultural plots in the region

ofSao Paulo, but always avoiding their enslavement and guaranteeing their pro-

tection through the Jesuits present in the zone. It is possible that this was one of

the origins ofthe “bandeiras,” the famous adventures ofthe Paulist inhabitants

during the colonial period.
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It is important to recall that during the same period the Crown had asked

other religious orders, perhaps with fewer scruples than the Jesuits when orga-

nizing obligatory work for the indigenous peoples, to install themselves in the

southern regions of Brazil; this facilitated the expansion ofthe Franciscans, the

Carmelites, and the Benedictines. The imperial policy must have represented a

serious drawback to the aims ofthe Portuguese Jesuits, who at that point began

to support the noble factions opposing the power of the Spanish Habsburgs. 23

As it is known, at the end of the sixteenth century and the beginning of the

seventeenth the Spanish Crown started an important legal and administrative

reform ofthe imperial institutions in the Portuguese empire: this period saw the

creation of the Conselho da India, the Ordenagoes Filipinas (the civil code in

force in Brazil up to the twentieth century) and, above all for the case of Brazil,

the court of the Relacao de Bahia (the Supreme Court), founded in 1609. Al-

though the Conselho da India was no longer functioning by 1614, it is clear that

in Madrid, above all in the period ofFelipe III, the authorities wished to change

the way in which the matters of the Portuguese empire had been dealt with be-

fore the Dynastic Union. The aim was to establish a structure similar to that

of the Spanish empire in America (which also had a Consejo de Indias). The

Relacao, which was very active up to 1619, brought royal justice closer and af-

forded a more efficient legal system, somewhat chaotic since the sixteenth cen-

tury. It was also a way to harmonize the Brazilian colonial administrative struc-

ture with that of the Spanish territories in America, where the tribunals of the

audiencias had been developed since the beginning ofthe sixteenth century.

It is likely that the most important measures ofthe Spanish Crown in regard

to Brazil were the reforms in the configuration of the territory. As mentioned

earlier, the Crown designated Francisco de Sousa as governor of the Repar-

ticao Sul, one of the main crafters of this new system, with the same powers as

the governor-general ofBahia. The measure was struck down by the very king

—

Felipe III—who had promoted it, but the idea ofa “southern region,” different

from the other territories, was to mark for a a long time the configuration of

Brazil and the direction that the relations between the Paulistas and the imperial

authorities would take before and after the Portuguese restoration.

However, the most important measure concerning the organization of the

Brazilian territory was taken in 1621—the division of the territory into two ad-

ministrative units: the Estado do Brasil, with its capital in Salvador, and the

Estado do Maranhao, to the north, which first had Sao Luiz as its capital and,
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later, Belem do Para. Although the measure seems logical, since communica-

tions between Sao Luiz Maranhao and Lisbon were easier than those with Salva-

dor, there remain still many questions about this decision, which lasted much

longer than the division of southern Brazil (this configuration was to be main-

tained by the Bragangas and was not abolished until 1772). It was also an im-

portant measure regarding defense in a territory that was to be the vanguard of

the Portuguese expansion in Brazilian territory. It would be useful to know what

role was played in the reorganizational process by local actors, who were always

present at the debates addressing colonial organization within the metropolitan

institutions.

Consequently, we must abandon our former views about the question of the

Hispanic monarchy’s actions in the South Atlantic and reinstate Brazil within

the general context of the “universal monarchy,” and even within a global con-

text. There are issues that remain to be explored. The problem is no longer one

of knowing whether or not the Habsburg monarchy meddled in Portuguese

matters, or even whether or not it was interested in the Portuguese empire in

America, Africa, and Asia. It has been some time now since historians such as

Charles Boxer and others, pointed out the interest ofthe Habsburgs in the Por-

tuguese overseas empire, and we only have to look in the archives at Simancas,

in the sections “Estado” or “Secretaries Provinciales,” to see the amount of

activity deployed by the different agencies based in Madrid or by people close to

the king with regard to Portuguese interests abroad. The question today is how

to clarify the origin ofthat unquestionable interest: was it an interest associated

with the rest of the territory of Spanish America, either to facilitate better inte-

gration or, on the contrary, to prevent Portuguese America from becoming a

problem for defense and a terrain favorable to escape from the monopole sys-

tem? Or were they seeking to develop a specific policy only for Brazil? The ques-

tion is, finally, how was Brazil considered in the Spanish court in the seven-

teenth century?

We cannot yet answer this complex question in all of its ramifications. We

need more precise knowledge about the consideration given to Brazil within

the heart of a monarchy that, at the beginning of the seventeenth century, had

reached its maximum extension and had begun, at the same time, a slow process

of collapse and decline. It would first be necessary to place these issues within

the scenario of the general development of the Spanish presence in America. It

is natural to speculate that the Habsburgs wished to adapt the system ofPortu-
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guese America to the one that they had put into operation in Spanish America

since the middle of the sixteenth century. This was a system based on the pro-

duction of precious metals in which the indigenous people played a very im-

portant role in terms of both the provision of manpower and the collection of

tributes. It was a system in which the Crown had established a very extensive,

but fairly inexpensive, administrative structure, which became increasingly fi-

nanced locally through the sale of public offices. Perhaps there was no “strate-

gic” plan designed by Madrid for the Brazilian territory. Instead, it seems more

likely that most of the measures and decisions taken for Portuguese America

were implemented after events had occurred. But one could equally argue that

the men on the spot wished to portray Brazil as “another Potosf” and that the

Crown itself believed that the territory might be similar to that of Peru, and

—

why not—that it would have possibilities for development by following the same

principles already established for the Peruvian territory during the previous

century. The “mirage” had disappeared in the 1620s, at the start of the reign of

Felipe IV, since at that time the main issue was not to find gold but to try to hold

the territory in face ofthe Dutch threat. Conservation ofthe territory was linked

not only to sugar production, but also to the possibility that the Dutch might use

the Brazilian territory to attack Peru or as a base to whittle down and weaken the

Iberian commercial system in the Atlantic.

The administrative reforms, the fiscal and territorial organization, the search

for mines, the reaction against the threats of other European powers (mainly

the Dutch and the French), and the policies relating to the indigenous peoples

were the most important lines ofaction ofthe Spanish Habsburg in Portuguese

America. There was no precise plan, but there was undoubtedly an internal logic:

that of considering the ensemble of territories of the Universal Monarchy in

America from a common perspective.

What can we say about cultural issues? If the economic, political, and adminis-

trative aspects ofthe Philippine period cannot be ignored in the configuration of

colonial Brazil, can the same be said ofcultural aspects? Were they as important

as other matters? First, it seems necessary to make a few observations concern-

ing this scenario. Beginning with the autonomy ceded by Felipe II to Portugal in

the structure ofthe Hispanic monarchy, there is no doubt that the Spanish kings

took important decisions that were sometimes ratified by the autonomous Por-

tuguese institutions, while on other occasions they were imposed without dis-
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cussion.
24

It is because of this that we can say that the period of the Dynastic

Union had important repercussions on the legislative and political development

ofPortuguese America. The case of cultural development is a priori very differ-

ent, since in theory there was no “standardizing” cultural policy launched by

Madrid. However, as Serge Gruzinski pointed out, during the period ofthe Union

ofthe Iberian Crowns a phenomenon of mondialisation took hold; this affected a

large number of cultural manifestations in that period, which undoubtedly also

affected Portugal and its territories abroad. Despite the difficulties in installing

efficient control, the Habsburg were interested in the politics of propaganda

and the control of dissidence. 25 Mannerism became the first “global” artistic

style, clearly marking the expansion of the universal Baroque of the Counter-

Reformation, which was to have centers of expansion “in all corners of the

world.” Castilian was spoken in the intellectual spheres, especially in Portugal,

where Spanish became the working tongue of many Portuguese writers. The

intellectual trends, objets d’art, exotic products, and so on all traveled from one

side of the Atlantic to the other, just as they traveled between the Asian, Euro-

pean, and American continents, in such a way that for the first time in history one

could speak ofan “interconnected” world. In this sense, it is possible to regard

the Dynastic Union as a period that enabled the entry of Portuguese America

into the “world theater.” From 1580 on, the Brazilian territory saw the develop-

ment ofvery important aspects of European cultural life, especially the circula-

tion ofliterary and political works. At that time, thanks to the exchange ofinfor-

mation, material objects, and experiences, seventeenth-century Europe received

the news and events taking place in Brazil with great curiosity, and they were

re-created in many artistic works. The entry ofBrazil into the universal monarchy

of the Habsburgs was at the same time accompanied by a period of important

economic and demographic development (e.g., the production ofsugar increased,

above all in Pernambuco and in Bahia).
26 During these times, an important ex-

pansion began in the already established urban centers. Around the recently

built fortresses, urban centers began to flourish, such as those at Filipeia, Natal,

and Sao Luiz Maranhao. The ports in particular, including Rio de Janeiro, Salva-

dor, and Olinda/Recife, underwent the strongest development. A description

of the most important artistic and architectural achievements of the period is

beyond the scope of this present contribution and has been done elsewhere. 27

However, it is important to note the lack ofworks devoted to this-aspect, one of

the most important angles for those who want to understand the Brazil of the
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Habsburg Empire. We do not know whether Portuguese America was affected

by the process of “Castilianization” observed among the Portuguese intellectu-

als ofthe period. We still lack a detailed study ofBrazilian urban elite in this rich

period .

28
In general, the Brazilian culture during the Dynastic Union has been

neglected by historiography. The historians who have worked on this period,

with a few exceptions (e.g., the work by Ricardo Evaristo dos Santos ),
29 have not

paid much attention to the cultural side, whereas art and literary historians have

addressed the issue in an isolated way, apart from the political and social events.

As Rafael Ruiz has pointed out, it is interesting that the legislation concerning

the Indians enacted by the Habsburg (and above all Felipe III) during the first

years of the seventeenth century had the final aim of reducing the power of the

Jesuits. In the long run, this favored the expansion ofother religious orders, the

same ones who were in the vanguard of introducing into Brazil new architec-

tural and aesthetic canons that, at that time, were in vogue in Europe. To gain

further insight into these marginalized aspects it would be necessary to broaden

the scope ofstudy, combining the documents with archaeological remains. This

would undoubtedly help us to progress in our study of this fascinating period.
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